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May 24, 2020 | Solemnity of the Ascension

Memorial Mass

Honoring all those who have 
been lost over the past few months 

due to Covid-19 or other causes.
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The time period for the Sacrament of 
Confession/Reconciliation has been 

increased with the start time now being 
4:15pm each Saturday. Outside of that time, 

individual appointments for Confession during 
the Week may be made by contacting the 

Parish Offi ce. God bless you for accessing the 
Graces of this Sacrament.

Confession/ReconciliationBaptism Ministry

Please consider helping us to defray the expense of these necessary items by donating: Hosts, Altar 
Flowers, Sanctuary Tabernacle Candle, Altar Wine. The requested donation for each is $25.00.

This Week, the Altar Hosts are donated 
In Thanksgiving for Joyce & Eugene Flinn

The Altar Wine is donated 
In Thanksgiving for the Avoletta Family

The Sanctuary Tabernacle Candle is donated
In Thanksgiving for 

Thomas V. Callaghan & Sophie Pierog-Callaghan
God bless your generosity. 

Saturday,  May 23  
5:00 pm  † Gabriella Dulisse

Sunday,  May  24   

Special Mass broadcast at 10:30 AM for all those who 
have died during the pandemic Church Closures, while 
unable to celebrate individual Funeral Masses. 
8:00 am  † John Joseph Quinn

9:00 am         People of the Parish

10:30 am  † In remembrance and honor of the  
          military personnel who died while 
          serving in the US Armed Forces

12:00 pm  † Deceased Members of the 
          Callaghan-Pierog Family

Monday, May 25
12:10 pm  † Ad Intentionem Dantis

Tuesday, May 26   
12:10 pm  † Deceased Members of 
         the Callaghan-Pierog Family

Wednesday,  May 27 
12:10 pm   For all Priests Ordained in the Year 2000

Thursday,  May 28 
12:10 pm  †Ad Intentionem Danti

Friday,  May  29    

12:10 pm  † Ad Intentionem Danti

Saturday,  May 30  
5:00 pm  For all Priests Ordained in the Year 2000

Sunday,  May  31   
8:30 am  † Edward Lagomarsino
10:00 am         People of the Parish
11:30 am  † Filippo Fratantoni

(All Masses celebrated privately by 
Msgr. Andreano, during pandemic restrictions)

This Week's Mass Intentions

Virtual Daily Mass
Monday-Friday at 12:10 pm

Virtual Family Rosary
Wednesday at 7:30 pm

Virtual Sunday Mass
Sunday at 10:30 am

Follow us on Facebook at
The Catholic Community 
of Saints Peter and Paul

Visit our Website
spphoboken.com

OR

Virtual
Offerings



As previously announced, 

we initiated ‘Phase 1’ of the 

resumption of Church activities, 

with the opening of our Church 

Doors on Sunday, May 17.  

Monsignor Michael is shown 

opening the Doors, with Ushers 

Patrick Fitzgerald and Bob Carroll 

in the background.

The Church will be open 

for 2 hours each Day, 

for brief visits of private 

prayer only, according 

to the following 

schedule:

Sundays:
 1-3pm

Monday - Friday:
 9:30am-11:30am

Saturdays:
 3-5pm

Please be sure to follow all of 

the requirements upon visiting 

the Church (Masks must be 

worn, etc.), as issued previously 

and noted on the signage at 

the Church.

“Open Wide the Doors to Christ!”



Reverend Thomas A. Dente  | Rev.Thomas.Dente@rcan.org  | Offi ce of Divine Worship  | May 14, 2020

The Ascension ofof the Lordthe Lord
The Bishops of the Metropolitan Province of Newark (i.e. the State of New Jersey) have, 

for this year, joined most of the country in assigning the observance of the Ascension 

of the Lord to the Seventh Sunday of Easter. It is therefore transferred from Thursday, May 

21, to Sunday, May 24, 2020. Below are some reflections on the Sunday celebration of the 

Ascension of the Lord. 

In both the Gospel of Mark and the Gospel of Luke, the Ascension occurs on a Sunday, “the 

fi rst day of the week.” 

So then the Lord Jesus, after he spoke to them, was taken up into heaven and took his seat at the 

right hand of God. (See Mark 16: 9 & 19) 

Then he led them [out] as far as Bethany, raised his hands, and blessed them. As he blessed them 

he parted from them and was taken up to heaven. (See Luke 24: 1 & 50-51) 

Later in Luke's Acts of the Apostles, the story of the Ascension takes place somewhat 

ambiguously “during forty days” after Easter, which may not have been a Sunday. However, 

the scriptures give a clear precedent for the Ascension occurring and being celebrated on a 

Sunday, the primordial feast day of the church. 

The actual time of the Ascension is not clearly defi ned. Some early Christians 

seem to have believed that the commissioning of the Eleven on Easter was 

followed by an immediate entrance into the heavens. Mark may be read in such 

a sense. Others remembered that the risen Lord and the disciples met later in 

Galilee, as in Matthew and John. Although his gospel is indecisive, Luke affi rms 

in Acts that the Ascension was a visible event that took place near Jerusalem forty 

days later, hence, presumably on a Thursday. Early Christians, however, had little 

interest in the precise chronology of Luke. The Resurrection and Ascension were 

intimately associated, and the latter as well as the former was widely regarded as 

an event to be commemorated on the First Day of the week. – HB Porter, The Day of 

Light: The Biblical and Liturgical Meaning of Sunday 

Holy days during the week were added later to the church calendar. Their origins range 

from spiritual, economic and even social justice concerns. Over the centuries, they have 

been observed in a variety of ways in different times and places. Even today, holy days are 

observed differently throughout the world.  

In the current church calendar for the USA, there are two holy days which have been moved 

from weekdays to Sundays; the Epiphany (January 6) and the Most Holy Body and Blood of 

Christ (Thursday after Trinity Sunday). When a Solemnity of the Lord occurs on a Sunday of 

Ordinary Time, it is celebrated on Sunday (e.g. The Transfi guration of the Lord). 

The Paschal Mystery Therefore, O Lord, as we celebrate the memorial of the saving Passion 

of your Son, his wondrous Resurrection and Ascension into heaven, and as we look forward 

to his second coming, we offer you in thanksgiving this holy and living sacrifi ce.  - Eucharistic 

Prayer III 

These words from Eucharistic Prayer III highlight the essential elements of the Paschal 

Mystery: the death, resurrection and ascension of Christ. Palm Sunday, Easter Sunday, 

the Ascension of the Lord and Pentecost are hinge feasts of the Easter Season, which break 

open the meaning of these events from salvation history for the worshiping assembly. They 

are critical to the spiritual formation of the faithful into the Body of Christ; they immerse the 

worshiping community into the Paschal Mystery during the Easter Season. 

Celebrating these Solemnities on Sunday promotes their ecclesiastical signifi cance and in 

many cases provides more of the faithful the opportunity to fully participate in the Easter 

Mysteries because of their greater ability to attend on a Sunday. Celebrating the Ascension of 

the Lord on a Sunday, the day of resurrection and the day of light, recognizes its signifi cance 

and more fully incorporates it into the liturgical celebrations of the Paschal event. 

For after his resurrection he plainly appeared to his disciples and was taken up to heaven in 

their sight, that he might make us sharers in his divinity. Therefore, overcome with paschal 

joy, every land, every people exults in your praise... - Preface II of The Ascension of the Lord



“Pro Deo et Patria”: 
A Memorial Day Reflection

Memorial Day is upon us. For many, this is a time 

to prepare the backyard pool, and warm up 

the grill. For me, Memorial Day is still about family 

and friends, but it is also about the U-S-A.

The festivities [of Memorial Day] are secondary to 

recognizing the sacrifi ce and heroism of those who 

have gone before us, paving the way for liberty and 

freedom (including religious). That is why, on this 

day, standing together in prayer and remembrance 

takes precedence to anything else.

Jesus told his apostles that He was going ahead of 

them to prepare a place (John 14:2). Our veterans 

have done likewise. They have helped prepare a way 

of life that is beyond comprehension in most areas 

around the world. Christ paved the way through 

His Passion and Death; the ultimate price for our 

salvation. Those who heeded his words, “No one 

has greater love than this, to lay down one's life for 

one's friends” (John 15:13) are a testimony to this 

very form of sacrifi ce. The One who knows us better 

than we know ourselves has inspired numerous 

men and women throughout our nation's history to 

answer the call to serve. 

Heroes of the Cloth
Our Catholic faith has been well represented in 

these moments of great trial and unrest. Men such 

as Fr. Aloysius Schmitt, Fr. John Washington, Fr. 

Emil Kapaun, Fr. Charles Watters, and Fr. Vincent 

Capodanno understood the need to emulate 

grace in the face of unimaginable threats. Each 

volunteered to willfully go where the world seemed 

most dark and goodness non-existent. Their desire 

to serve as beacons of light, goodness, and truth 

provided solace and serenity to their men amidst 

the most devastating realities of war.

From Pearl Harbor to the North Atlantic, from 

Korea to Vietnam, Catholic chaplains have been 

there to provide for their soldiers, sailors airmen 

and marines, regardless of their religion. (In fact, of 

the fi ve military chaplains, who have been awarded 

the Medal of Honor since the Civil War, all fi ve have 

been Catholic priests: Lt. Comdr. Joseph Timothy 

O'Callahan, Capt. Angelo J. Liteky, Maj. Charles 

Joseph Watters, Lt. Vincent Robert Capodanno, and 

Capt. Emil J. Kapaun.) Still, other Catholic chaplains 

have distinguished themselves through selfless 

service, becoming lasting examples of what it 

means to live “in persona Christi”. Here are some of 

their stories.

Duty at Sea
Fr. Al Schmitt was a Navy chaplain stationed aboard 

the USS Oklahoma on the morning of December 

7th, 1941. As the word came that they were under 

attack, Fr. Schmitt made his way throughout the 

ship, eventually coming upon a small port hole. He 

immediately began helping his fellow sailors get to 

safety as the ship began taking on water. He offered 

encouragement, blessings, and in the end, his life.

On February 3, 1942, Fr. John Washington was an 

Army chaplain serving aboard the Dorchester. 

This vessel was transporting soldiers across the 

North Atlantic the evening it met its fate at the 

hands of a German U-boat. As soldiers scrambled 

to abandon ship, Fr. Washington, along with three 

other chaplains (all of the different faiths) removed 

their life jackets and handed them to those in need. 

As this ship began to sink the “four chaplains”, 

as they have become known, linked arms and 

recited hymns of praise, bringing calmness amidst 

catastrophe.

The Honorable Mission
St. Paul persevered and was honored to offer his life 

for Christ. He relentlessly embraced his sufferings. 

Fr. Email Kapaun was a favorite among his troops, 

always giving them what they needed when they 

needed it. His welcoming presence brought peace 

to all he served with in Korea, and his endearing 

compassion proved invaluable as he comforted 

those suffering along side of him in a POW camp.

The prison guards became fearful of Fr. Kapaun's 

magnanimity, and its ability to boost the morale 

of the men. For this reason, they became eager 

to hasten his death. But, they could never 

erase his spirit. (No wonder he is on the road to 

Canonization.)

Two Medal of Honor recipients, Fr. Charles 

Watters and Fr. Vincent Capodanno (aka “The 

Grunt Padre”) voluntarily served in some of the 

most inhospitable environments war could ever 

conjure. Their heroism in the jungles of Vietnam 

is the reason why many are still alive today. The 

news of Fr. Watters’ death, due to fratricide, acted 

as a harsh reminder to the consequences of war. 

However, his constant witness of hope in the chaos 

of armed conflict left an indelible mark on his 

soldiers and proved that God is always present; 

even where He seems most absent.

Fr. Capodanno died as he lived, being Christ for 

others. “The Grunt Padre”, as he was affectionately 

known, wanted nothing more than to be with 

his marines. Fr. Capodanno showed that being a 

disciple meant going where they went, sleeping 

where they slept, eating what they ate, and 

doing what they did. His willingness to enter into 

harm's way at every turn inspired them, and his 

refusal to leave the fi eld of battle, despite injuries, 

emboldened them to continue fi ghting the good 

fi ght (2 Timothy 4:7). His fi nal act of giving his life 

so that others would live was nothing short of the 

heroic virtue of this form of discipleship.

Commitment
Though our military chaplains do not carry 

weapons, they carry something even more 

powerful, they carry faith, hope, and love. No one 

may ever fully understand what takes place in 

the minds and hearts of those willing to commit 

themselves to enduring harsh surroundings and 

challenging ordeals. Nevertheless, the gift of 

service is one that gives way to legacy, regardless 

of the outcome.

Memorial Day is a day to honor, remember, and 

celebrate those who have gone before us. They 

have left behind a path that even the darkest 

moments cannot dampen. Let us offer up prayers 

on this day for their souls, along with our sincere 

commitment to live our lives in ways that will 

reflect their light for an entire nation to see. “Pro 

Deo et Patria!”

Memorial Day
Monday, May 25

Adapted from Catholic Stand | Written By Todd Nolan | 22 May AD 2017



From quite an early age, I've had an affection for the songs that have come to be known as 

American Standards. Songs sung by the likes of Tony Bennett, Frank Sinatra, Sarah Vaughan 

(a voice to die for!) and more recent artists such as Diana Krall. Part of the attraction is the cool, 

sophisticated vibe of this music. But I'm also taken by the frequent romantic themes in these songs 

that reflect every aspect of human love: love that is wistful, yearning, undying, unrequited, alas 

sometimes unfaithful, and sadly, love that is lost. One of my favorite lines from these songs comes 

from a Billie Holiday song from 1956: “I'd rather be lonely without you than happy with somebody 

else”. What a line! It makes sense to our hearts but not to our heads. 

There's an old saying that “money makes the world go round”. While I don't know whether that's 

true, I do think that love gives meaning to our time in this world and is a powerful force in our lives. 

So why is that? 

Of course we know that God is love. Therefore, given God made us, and we are made in the image 

and likeness of God, we are also at our core, love. We come into this life, ideally (if we are lucky) 

giving and receiving love, only to return at the end of our pilgrimage, to perfect love. However, 

while we are here, loved as we may well be by family, friends and lovers, there is always a sense of 

incompleteness. St. Augustine captured it best in his famous statement that our hearts are always 

restless until they rest in God. This is a powerful force: our search for perfect love.

Moreover, in addition to this “restlessness”, a challenge with which many of us have to deal, is a 

sense of uncertainty, maybe unworthiness; not only in our human relationships but also with God. 

Sure, we are told that God loves us. And we'd like to believe that God loves us, but as we look at our 

continued struggles to be good people, we may have our doubts. Paradoxically in fact, the more you 

pray and do good works, the harder you work for “purity of heart”, the more likely you are to become 

aware of what you think of as your shortcomings, or unlovable traits, and question even more your 

worthiness. So what to do?

Recently at happy hour, a nightly ritual I'm afraid, I was listening to a song recorded by Fats Waller 

in 1935: “I'm Gonna Sit Right Down and Write Myself a Letter”. It goes on to say “And make believe 

it came from you”. It seemed to me that this might be a helpful and hopefully reassuring way of 

looking at our relationship with God. We could capture what we think God would say to us if She/

He was to actually write us a letter. You can pick your own words but perhaps something like:

Dear Beloved,
I loved you before you were born and will love you forever.

Whenever you do not act out of love, 
know that you are forgiven as soon as you desire it. 

Jesus made this clear when He spoke of the Prodigal Son.
Whatever struggles you face, I will be there with you always. 

We will suffer together. 
The crucifi xion is proof of that.

And as you saw in the resurrection, My promise that in the end, 
all will be well and all manner of being will be well.  

I'm looking forward to seeing you (not too soon).
With Love and Blessings,

Your Heavenly Father

And you might want to end the letter from God like Fats Waller sings in the original song: 

“Lot’s of kisses at the bottom, I’ll be glad I got ‘em”. 

F om quite an early age, I ve had an affection for the songs that have come to be known asFFF om quite an early age I've had an affection for the songs that have come to be known asFF

I'm Gonna Sit 
Right Down and 

Write Myself 
a Letter

BY MIKE DUFFY

Face mask donations

Thank you to the many residents who 

have dropped off face masks for our fi rst 

responders, Community Emergency 

Response Team, and frontline workers. We 

continue to accept any additional donations, 

which would be very much appreciated. 

Please drop off any face masks in the 

basement conference room of City Hall at 

94 Washington Street (entrance on Newark 

Street between Washington Street and 

Bloomfi eld Street)

Food donations are 
available for anyone

 in need

If you are in need of food, the Hoboken 

Food Pantry continues to provide meals to 

anyone who needs it. Please do not hesitate 

to contact the pantry, which treats all calls 

as confi dential, at 551-285-6555 or email 

hobokenfoodnow@gmail.com.

Hoboken Citizen 
Resource - Offi ce of 

Constituent Services

At a time where many parishioners and 

residents are struggling, the Hoboken Offi ce 

of Constituent Services, led by Caroline 

Caulfi eld and Migdalia Pagan Milano 

continues to serve as a front-line resource 

for a variety of resident needs. During the 

COVID-19 pandemic, Caroline and Migdalia 

have assisted over 1,000 residents with 

various issues, including connecting 35 

families to critical grocery deliveries from 

the Hoboken Food Pantry, interacting 

with federal and state agencies to assist 

50 residents and small business owners 

with the Paycheck Protection Program, and 

assisting over two dozen residents with 

unemployment claims with the State.

Should you need assistance related to 

any COVID-19 or City issue, please do not 

hesitate to contact Caroline at ccaulfi eld@

hobokennj.gov or at 201-420-2000, ext. 1311.

Hoboken
Resources



The Sciancalepore, DePalma, Avoletta, and Repetti Families have been very supportive of our Parish, not only during this 

pandemic time, but regularly throughout the year, engaged in the Parish in a variety of ways.  They sponsor numerous Parish 

events and activities, provide food for the Rectory and many of our events, and are generous with their time, talent, and 

treasure, in so many ways.  The Parish is blessed in their presence among us, and I applaud and ask God's continued Blessings 

upon them and their Families, for their spirit of voluntarism and providing for others.

Pictured here is our own Grace Sciancalepore, co-owner along with her 

brother, Nick DePalma, of Hoboken's Oldest, Family establishment 

Restaurant, ‘Leo's Grandevous’ . Grace also co-chairs the City's ‘business 

recovery task force’ with the goal of helping to restore some segments of 

‘small business life’ in Hoboken.

Check out Leo's on Facebook and Instagram to keep up with them!

            Leos Grandevous  @LeoGrandevous 

Casey Repetti of ‘Casey2Cook,’ who was recently feted by NJ 

Governor Phil Murphy for her voluntarism in providing meals 

to Frontline workers, Police and Firefi ghters, as part of the Front 

Line Appreciation Group!  You will recognize Casey not only as a 

Parishioner-supporter of last year's Parish Gala (and now a member 

of the Gala Committee) by ‘auctioning’ her cooking skills for the 

‘Rectory Dinner prize,’ but also as one of the more regular Lectors 

for our virtual Masses.
Johnny Pepperoni and 

City Bistro, owned 

by John Avoletta.  

John and some of 

his Family are seen 

here participating in 

some of our Virtual 

Offerings.

Leo's Grandevous

J

www.Casey2Cook.com

Please consider supporting Leo's, as well as others 

of our Parishioner-owned establishments:

Support our Parishioner-Local Businesses!

www.citybistrohobokennj.com

www.johnnypepperoni.com



Consider
Remembering
Your Parish in

Your Will.
For further information,

please call the Parish Office.

Friends of the Word, Inc.
“Breaking Open The Word”

You are invited to check out the website of
Fr Louis Scurti, our “visiting priest” from
Jersey City. The site features HOMILIES,
INTERVIEWS OF GUESTS & SPECIAL
EVENTS celebrating our Catholic Faith!

Rev. Louis J. Scurti
Ph.D., M.Div., LMFT

FrLouScurti@hotmail.com
FRIENDS OF THE WORD, INC.
www.friendsoftheword.org

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

Download Our Free App or Visit

MY.ONEPARISH.COM

Failla - McKnight
Memorial Home

201-659-0082
John McKnight, Jr.

Owner / Manager, N.J. Lic. No. 3559

David J. McKnight
Owner / Director, N.J. Lic. No. 4766

Cor. of 6th Street at Willow Ave.
Hoboken

~ Parking on Premises ~

790250 Ss Peter & Paul Church

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America

Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.jspaluch.com                                                       For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-524-0263

Get this

weekly bulletin

delivered by

email - for FREE!
Sign up here:

https://www.jspaluch.com/BulletinSubscribe.aspx

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

J.S. Paluch Company
Bulletin Advertising Sales Division

• Buscamos un representante emprendedor de ventas de publicidad

• Aggressive Advertising Sales Representative Needed

• Excellent Benefit & Commission Plan

• Earning Potential 60K+ Per Year - Full Time Only

• Must Have Strong Prospecting and Closing Skills

Please Contact Our Recruiter at: 800-621-5197, Ext. 2823
www.jspaluch.com              EOE

City Hall
Bake Shop

Love at First Bite

95 Washington Street
659-3671

Carlos

Since 1910

WHY IS IT
A man wakes up after sleeping

under an ADVERTISED blanket

on an ADVERTISED mattress

and pulls off ADVERTISED pajamas

bathes in an ADVERTISED shower

shaves with an ADVERTISED razor
brushes his teeth

with ADVERTISED toothpaste
washes with ADVERTISED soap

puts on ADVERTISED clothes
drinks a cup 

of ADVERTISED coffee
drives to work

in an ADVERTISED car
and then . . . .

refuses to ADVERTISE
believing it doesn’t pay.
Later if business is poor

he ADVERTISES it for sale.

WHY IS IT?

In Our 4th Decade of Quality Service

• French Drains
• Foundation Repair
• Mold Remediation

All Work Guaranteed
877-401-4777
morganbasementwaterproofing.com

Morgan
basement waterproofing
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